Primary 4 Curriculum Talk 
16th September 2025

· HOMEWORK - Daily, 45 mins max. If any difficulties in getting completed, please send me in a note or a Dojo message
· CLASSWORK - presentation, marking own work, self-assessment, books go home every half term
· HANDWRITING - joined up. 3 letters per week
· GUIDED READING - groups same as P3 for now. Twice a week guided reading. Book goes home the following week. Oxford Owl for further practice/library/audiobooks. www.oxfordowl.co.uk
-Oxford Owl for School log in

-Students tab

-Username: mrsm/Password: reading
· NUMERACY - lots of new concepts. TU + and -, HTU + and -, X and division. Importance of Thursday night Schofield & Sims homework. 
· ASSESSMENT – AR Star Testing 4/5 times a year. PTM and PTE done online. Completed in May usually. Results in end of year reports.
· FIRST HOLY COMMUNION - Parish led now. School continues to teach the Grow in Love Catholic curriculum. Parish sets the dates, times, organisation of the Mass itself, etc. 
· ICT - Chromebooks. Use of Just2Easy & Newsdesk. Just2Easy will be used for spelling practice within the next few weeks-SpellBlast. Times Tables Blast also available.
Importance of limiting screen time, getting to bed at a reasonable time, etc.

· TRIPS – Museum-Dinos/Palace Stables, Armagh-WW2 trip in January. Armagh Planetarium in March-Space. 

· AR - Baseline Star test next week-provides children with a personalised reading range called ZPD. Link on school website for more info and on My Class Page on website. 
Literacy: T&L, Reading, Writing.

· Talking & Listening: 

We want children to be able to-

Listen with increasing concentration.

In discussions, be able to make contributions and ask questions.

Circle Time/PDMU (Personal Development & Mutual Understanding)

· Increases confidence, raises awareness of needs of others and enhances self-esteem. (Compliments circle) Children seated in a circle. 

· Writing:

Children will be writing in many different forms-fiction & factual. E.g. making lists, writing poetry, stories, letters, comic strips, making adverts, etc…

Please encourage: 

Correct sentence formation. 

Use of capital letters, full stops.
Extension of sentences using adjectives, speech marks, etc.
Awareness of vowels and consonants. Verbs, adjectives and nouns.

Knowledge of the alphabet and use of dictionaries.

· Reading:

Guided Reading: Emphasis placed on reading for meaning. Lots of discussion about characters, setting, as well as how to decode unfamiliar words. Books read in class will go home the following week for reinforcement.
· Spelling/Phonics: 

Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check method is one way of learning spellings. Results home on Friday and then please return on Monday morning. 


Key principles: 


-Sounds are represented by letters


-Longer words are made up of blocks of sound (syllables)


-Sounds can be represented by more than one letter


-Some sounds can be represented in different ways e.g. boat, go, snow, cone.


-Some spellings can represent more than one sound e.g. cow, snow.

Maths
***Importance of number bonds within 20 in first half term. Simple addition/subtraction. Use of 100 square***Thursday night maths homework continually reinforces the basics.
5 Areas: Number Work, Process Skills, Data Handling, Measurement, Shape as well as problem solving.
Our aim is to enable children to:

· Write and order whole numbers up to 999

· Use the multiplication tables up to 10 x 10 in solving problems

· Approximate to the nearest 10 or 100

· Add and subtract money up to £10.00

· Recognise and understand simple fractions (1/2, 1/4, 1/3, 1/5, 1/6, 1/8)

· Solve problems involving addition, subtraction, and multiplication up to 999

· Explain and predict number patterns within 100, including those in the 2, 5 and 10 times tables.

· Use standard units to measure length, weight, capacity and area

· Read time on clock and date from calendar

· Name and describe 2-D and 3-D shapes

· Identify lines of symmetry in simple 2-D shapes

· Extract and interpret information presented in simple tables/lists

· Interpret data in pictograms and bar charts
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